Change of Address

In order to change the mailing address for a
property tax bill, the owner must submit a
written, signed, and dated request to the Cobb
County Tax Commissioner's Office either by
fax (770) 528-8679 or mail to Cobb County
Tax Commissioner's Office at P.O. Box 649,
Marietta, Georgia 30061.

Exemption Information

There are homestead exemptions available to homeowners that
complete and file the required applications by April 1 of the tax
year (O.C.G.A § 48-5-40 through 48-5-54). To be eligible for appli-
cation you must own, occupy, and claim your property as your legal
residence on January 1. Only one person need apply if more than
one name appears on the deed. The exemptions are automatically
renewed each year unless there is a change in ownership or you no
longer meet the eligibility requirements.

Regular Homestead Exemption To qualify, property owners must
own and occupy their home as their permanent residence as of

January 1 of the current year. This exemption must be applied for at
Cobb County Tax Commissioner's Office. The City of Kennesaw
does not offer this exemption.

*Qver 65 Exemption Residents who have homestead exemption
with Cobb County and are 65 years of age on January 1 (must provide
proof of age with driver’s license or Georgia 1.D.). This is the only exemp-

tion that must be applied for through the City of Kennesaw.

Floating Homestead The law, which went into effect January 1,
2001, keeps certain property taxes from going up as a result of
reassessments by increasing the amount of homestead exemption.
When you apply for the Basic Homestead exemption on the County
level, you are also applying for the floating homestead exemption.
This exemption freezes your assessments at the previous year’s
value and will remain at the value as long as you reside in your
home. It automatically renews annually as long as the owner contin-
ues to occupy the residence as his or her homestead. It terminates
when the property is sold or otherwise no longer qualifies for Basic
Homestead exemption. There must be an application on file for
Basic Homestead exemption with Cobb County to qualify.

Disability Exemption Homeowners who meet the homestead re-
quirements and are totally disabled are entitled to receive a Disabil-
ity Exemption. This exemption must be applied for at Cobb County
Tax Commissioner's Office.

Year's Support Widows/ers may be exempt from taxes for the
year by submitting a Year's Support final order issued by the Cobb
County Probate Court. This order must be presented to Cobb
County and City of Kennesaw to qualify.

Veteran's Disability Exemption Wartime veterans with a 100% dis-
ability as declared by the Veterans Administration and defined in
0.C.G.A § 48-5-48 are entitled to a $64,960 exemption. You must
furnish a letter from the Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Ad-
ministration or discharge papers from military records certifying the
qualifying disability. The Veteran's Disability Exemption extends to un-
remarried, surviving spouse or minor children at the time of the appli-
cant's death, provided they continue to occupy the home as a residence
and homestead. This exemption must be applied for at Cobb County
Tax Commissioner’s office.

Contact Information

City of Kennesaw Property Tax Department ............... (770) 424-8274
Cobb County Tax Commissioner's Office .................. (770) 528-8600
Cobb County Board of Tax Assessor's Office ............. (770) 528-3100

Cobb County Superior Court/ Real Estate Division........ (770) 528-1359
Important Tax Reminders

65 Years or Older Exemption Application Deadline April 1

Cobb County Property Tax Bill Mailed August 15
City of Kennesaw Property Bill Mailed October 1
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PROPERTY TAX DEPARTMENT

Dear Taxpayer:

This brochure is designed to provide
you, the taxpayer, with essential infor-
mation on the most common questions
and concerns regarding property taxes.

The City of Kennesaw's Department of Finance is responsi-
ble for billing and collecting property taxes for the city.
Your property tax bill provides a legal description of your
property, appraisal and assessed value, credits, exemptions,
and the calculation of your tax bill.

General Information

Ad valorem taxes, more commonly known as property
taxes, are levied for the maintenance and operation of the
City and County. When you call the police or fire depart-
ment, play in a park, send your children to public schools or
check out a book in a library, you are using services paid
for by your property taxes. Property taxes are the largest
source of revenue to fund these services that you count on
every day.

All real estate and personal property is taxable unless ex-
empted by law. Real property is land and generally includes
anything affixed to the land. Personal property is every-
thing not considered real property and usually consists of
inventory and fixtures used in conducting business, boats,
aircraft, machinery, etc. If a business was closed or the
personal property (boats, equipment, etc) was sold after
January 1 of the current year, the tax is still due. You must
also notify Cobb County Board of Tax Assessors at (770)
528-3100 that the property closed or sold after January 1.

The basis for ad valorem taxation is the fair market value of
the property. The tax is levied on the assessed value of the
property which by law is established at 40% of the fair
market value unless otherwise specified. The amount of tax
is determined by the tax millage rate.

The City of Kennesaw relies solely on the Cobb County
Tax Commissioner's Office to provide information that
pertains to property ownership, billing addresses, and prop-
erty location. All changes should be directed to the Cobb
County Tax Commissioner's Office at (770) 528-8600.

Property Tax Deadlines

Failure to receive a bill does not relieve you of the responsibility to
make payment by the due date.

Property tax notices are issued on a calendar year basis, and are mailed
October 1 of each year. If you are responsible for paying taxes on a
property and have not received a tax bill by October 15, please contact
the Property Tax Department at (770) 424-8274 for the tax information
so that payment can be made prior to becoming delinquent. Tax infor-

mation is also available at www. kennesaw-ga.gov/payments
(Property Tax Lookup). If your mortgage company is responsible for
your taxes, please forward a copy of your bill to your mortgage com-
pany.

Property taxes are due to the City of Kennesaw by December 1 of each
year. If mailed, payment must be United States Postal Service post-
marked on or before December 1. Any accounts not paid will be penal-
ized a onetime 10% charge on unpaid taxes. Interest will accrue monthly
at a rate of 1% of the base amount until the taxes are paid in full. There
are also Fi Fa (lien) charges added to the delinquent taxes.

Return Check Policy

A fee of $25 or 5% of the face value of the check will apply to all re-
turned checks. Any unpaid property taxes will be subject to the issuance
of a Tax Execution (Fi Fa) and in accordance with O.C.G.A § 48-3-3.
Additionally, unpaid taxes may result in the revocation of your business
license and additional interest and penalty added to the delinquent bal-
ance due to the check being returned.

Appeals

Taxpayers may challenge an assessment by appealing to the Cobb
County Board of Tax Assessors, if they feel their property value is not
reflective of the fair market value. For information on filing a return,
please contact the Cobb County Board of Tax Assessors' Office at (770)
528-3100 or refer to their web site at www.cobbassessor.org for more
information.

If you filed an appeal against your property assessment, you may pay
at least the appeal amount, which is 85% of the tax bill to avoid
monthly interest of 1%. You may choose to pay the full amount of
the bill by the due date to avoid paying interest. Once the Cobb
County Board of Equalization makes a final decision on your appeal,

they will immediately forward the value to the City of Kennesaw and
appropriate adjustments will be made.

‘When are taxes due in Kennesaw?

You will receive your tax bill from the City of Kennesaw Tax
Department in October (if you filed a tax return with the
County). The taxes are payable at that time and become delin-
quent 60 days from the date bills are mailed. If you live inside
the city limits, you are on a dual taxing system; therefore,
you will receive two separate bills--one from the City of
Kennesaw and one from Cobb County.

Interest accrues at 12% per annum on unpaid taxes when they
become delinquent. In addition, a 10% penalty is due 90 days
from the due date.

‘Who should pay the taxes?

The current owner is always responsible for any outstanding
taxes on the property. Property taxes "follow" the property and
are levied against same.

Tax bills are mailed to the January 1 property owner. If you
purchase property during the year, you must file a tax return
with Cobb County Tax Assessor's Office for them to change
ownership and have a current mailing address for you to receive
your tax bills. You are responsible for contacting the City of
Kennesaw Property Tax Department if you fail to receive your
tax bill.

Methods of Payment

For your convenience, you may pay by check, money order, or
cash using one of the following methods.

By mail: 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue, Kennesaw, GA, 30144.
Please make the check payable to City of Kennesaw Property
Tax Department.

In person: The Tax Department is located at City Hall, 2529
J.O. Stephenson Avenue. Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m..

Drop Box: A 24-hour deposit mail box (white) is located at the
entrance of City Hall, 2529 J.O. Stephenson Avenue. All pay-
ments received after hours will be posted the next business day.
No cash, please.

Online: Please visit www.kennesaw-ga.gov/payments. If you
choose to pay on-line with VISA, MC or Discover, a 3 % con-
venience fee will be added to the balance. This fee is charged by
Official Payments and not the City of Kennesaw.



