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Message to
Citizens
Dear Kennesaw Residents and Friends,
Welcome to the City of Kennesaw’s first Popular
Annual Financial Report (PAFR) for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2015. This document
is a symbol of our efforts to provide important
information about the financial aspects of city
operations to residents and stakeholders. It is
designed to make the city’s financial condition
easier to grasp, using material presented in a
simple, attractive format.
The PAFR summarizes the extensive amount of
information contained in the Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report (CAFR), using financial
data prepared in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles. The CAFR
contains a much more all-encompassing
collection of financial statements, notes,
schedules, and other relevant data and has
been awarded a Certificate of Excellence in
Financial Reporting for the past fifteen years. It
is available online at kennesaw-ga.gov in the
Finance section of the Document Center.
The PAFR is intended to be a supplement to the
CAFR, not a replacement. We hope you find it
to be informative and beneficial.
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About Kennesaw
Kennesaw, Georgia is a thriving community located in northwest Cobb County along the I-75/
Cobb Parkway corridor only 25 miles from downtown Atlanta. Originally known as Big Shanty,
the city has evolved from an 1830’s railroad shanty town to a community recognized for its
commitment to providing an exceptional quality of life. Attractive, modern neighborhoods
and a thriving business environment blend seamlessly with excellent recreational and cultural
amenities and a wealth of parks and green spaces. The city offers first rate educational
opportunities at all levels and is adjacent to Georgia’s third largest university, Kennesaw
State. No wonder over 34,000 residents have chosen to make Kennesaw their home.
Source: US Census Quick Facts

City Land
Area
9.67
sq miles

Population

34,000
↑9.8%

Owner-Occupied
Housing Unit Rate

62.4%

Bachelor’s
Degree
or Higher

38%

fastest
growth
in

Cobb

Number of
City Staff

212

Unemployment

Median
Household
Income

Labor
Participation

$58,483
$

$

$

$

75.6%
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Mayor & City Council
The City Council consists of a mayor and five council members elected at large on a non-partisan basis by the
voters of Kennesaw. Members serve staggered four year terms with biannual elections in November. The City
Council also appoints a city manager to implement policies and ordinances and oversee daily city operations.
Just over 200 city employees provide service and support to the community.
City Council meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. the first and third Monday of each month in the Court/Council
Chambers. Council work sessions are at 6 p.m. on the Wednesdays preceding the Council meetings.

Mayor

Post 2

Post 4
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Derek Easterling

James Eaton

404.496.2563

404.496.2565

deasterling@
kennesaw-ga.gov

jeaton@
kennesaw-ga.gov

Term Expires 2019

Term Expires 2019

Yvette Daniel

Nimesh Patel

404.496.2564

404.822.8589

ydaniel@
kennesaw-ga.gov

npatel@
kennesaw-ga.gov

Term Expires 2019

Term Expires 2017

Jimmy Dickens

Jim Sebastian

404.849.0948

404.822.5407

jdickens@
kennesaw-ga.gov

jsebastian@
kennesaw-ga.gov

Term Expires 2017

Term Expires 2017
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Kennesaw Accolades
► Movoto, the popular real estate blogging site, places Kennesaw

among the Nine Great Places Near Atlanta for Young Couples; 		
Ten Best Places in Georgia; and Five Safest Cities in the state.

► Website niche.com ranks Kennesaw in the top ten Best Suburbs to Buy a Home
and Best Suburbs for Millenials in the Atlanta Metro.

► Family Circle Magazine included Kennesaw on its list of Ten		
Best Towns for Families.

► Swift-Cantrell Park and Smith-Gilbert Gardens achieved the TripAdvisor Certificate
of Excellence, earned by reviews submitted to their website.

► The National Arbor Day Foundation named Kennesaw a Tree City USA		
community in recognition of continuous commitment to urban forestry.

► The Building Services Department achieved accreditation from the International
Code Council.

► The Georgia Planning Association recognized the economic development
and planning group for their collaborative approach on community 		
engagement as part of the Livable Centers Initiative.
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Community Development
We envision downtown Kennesaw of the future to be sustainable,
walkable, and connected with a diversity of homes, shops, offices, and
parks as well as enhanced streetscapes and sidewalks. Revival on Main
is the first significant project supporting this downtown transformation.
Other elements include enhancements in Depot Park and continued
improvements to the Cherokee Street corridor.
Work also continues on Kennesaw Marketplace, located at Cobb and
Barrett Parkways. This Fuqua Development mixed use project includes
numerous dining, retail, and service businesses with anchors Whole Foods, Academy Sports, and Hobby
Lobby as well as 180 units of luxury senior housing. Completion is expected by 2018.
2015 Facts & Figures
$15M of new capital investment with 200+
jobs created
►

300 residential units finished in 2015; 500
more planned to be completed by 2018
►

Conducted 11,951 inspections and 743 plan
reviews in 2015
►

►

Issued 1231 construction permits in FY 14-15

Recreation & Culture
Parks & Recreation provides opportunities for promoting social, physical, and mental wellness
for residents and visitors. The city has an impressive array of parks and facilities and a full roster
of classes, camps, and sports activities. In addition, numerous annual festivals, concerts, events,
and programs are offered to provide free entertainment for people of all ages and interests.
Cultural resources celebrate the city’s history and heritage. The Smithsonian-affiliated Southern
Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History focuses on Civil War history and the development
of railroads in the southeast. The 16-acre Smith-Gilbert Gardens is an oasis of art, history, and
flora with over 3,000 species of plants in a naturalistic setting.

2015 Facts & Figures
►

There are 138 acres of parks and green spaces including neighborhood and pocket parks

Swift-Cantrell Park, a 42-acre community park, contains trails, picnic shelters, playgrounds,
a dog park, and a 40,000 sq ft all-concrete skatepark
►

An estimated 200,000+ people attend the annual Big Shanty Festival, Salute to America,
Pigs & Peaches BBQ Festival, and A Day with Santa as well as 15 other special events, movies,
5K races, and other activities
►

Over 700 community classes, camps, and workshops are offered with more than 4,000
youth and 750 adult registrations annually
►
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Public Works
The Public Works Department provides a wide range of services that have significant
positive economic impact and improve the lives of residents and visitors. Core services
include maintenance and repair of streets, curb, and gutters, stormwater maintenance,
supervision of trash collection and recycling services, and capital project management.
Ongoing initiatives include a million-dollar curb/gutter improvement project in Woodland
Acres using federal Community Development Block Grant money. The city is also investing
in capital projects to make neighborhoods more attractive. These include upgrading
stormwater infrastructure for better drainage and improving trails and playgrounds.
2015 Facts & Figures
►

5.2 miles of roads resurfaced and 7 miles of roads restriped

►

7,500 feet of sidewalk installed or repaired

►

6,000 feet of curb/gutter installed using $470,000 of block grant funds

►

$575,000 of transportation SPLOST dollars spent

Public Safety
The Kennesaw Police Department earned accreditation from the Commission for Accreditation
for Law Enforcement Agencies in 2009, a process which required meeting 463 standards. Reaccreditation was subsequently earned in 2012 and 2015. Undertaking the CALEA process
verifies the department’s commitment to provide the hightest quality service to the community.
KPD’s professionalism and dedication is demonstrated by the city’s crime statistics which are consistently
among the lowest in the state. Programs like Citizens Police Academy, Hide It, Lock It, or Lose It and
Vacation House Check are examples of the department’s efforts in community outreach and emphasize
the focus on crime prevention and reduction.
2015 Facts & Figures
Staff includes 58 sworn officers, 10 corrections personnel,
and 4 support personnel
►

Kennesaw ranks as one of the safest cities in Georgia with
a 2014 crime rate of 1,682 per 100,000 population; the state
average was 3,624 per 100,000
►

►

An average of 14,500 calls for service per year are handled

A web-based support system was added to improve
responsiveness
►

KPD has an active presence in social media platforms
including FB, Twitter, and NIXLE
►
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Governmental Revenues
Where the Money Comes From
The General Fund is the primary
operating fund for the city’s
core services. A fund balance
is achieved when city revenues
exceed expenses. Taxes
make up the largest portion of
incoming money for the city.
Other sources include licensing
and permits, intergovernmental
revenue such as grants or
shared revenues, fines and
forfeitures, charges for services,
investment earnings, and other
miscellaneous revenues.

Other Taxes
20%

Investment Income
2%
Charges for Service
15%

Grants &
Contributions
27%
Property Taxes
36%

Governmental Expenditures
Where the Money Goes

Interest on
Housing &
Debt
Development 5%
5%
Culture &
Recreation
11%

Providing quality services
for constituents comes at a
cost. Expenditures consist
of general government
support; public safety;
Public Works
municipal court; public
18%
works; planning, inspections,
code enforcement, and
economic development;
and culture & recreation
costs covering city parks
and amenities and
coordinating special events.
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General Govenment
22%
Judicial
2%

Public Safety
37%

Property Tax
Taxable Assessed Value
$1,100,000,000
$1,050,000,000
$1,000,000,000

In order to provide many types
of services for citizens, the city
must generate revenue. The
single largest source is property
taxes, which includes real
property, public utility, and
personal property taxes.

The property tax rate is
also called the millage
rate. “Millage” is based on
$900,000,000
a Latin word that means
“thousandth.” So 1 mill is
$850,000,000
equivalent to 1/1000th which
means 1 mill is equivalent to $1
$800,000,000
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
in taxes per $1,000 in taxable
value. The standard way to
figure an actual tax bill based on the millage rate is to take that rate, multiply it by the taxable
value of the property, then divide the result by 1,000.
$950,000,000

Kennesaw’s millage rate of 8 for maintenance and operation plus 1.5 for a 2004 voter-approved
recreation and traffic safety bond remained unchanged for the past eight years even through
challenging economic conditions. Note that in general, declining property values are not reflected
in the system until a few years after the decline occurs because of lagging property assessments.

Capital
Outlay
7%

The illustration
to the right
depicts how
each dollar
of property
tax revenue is
distributed to
city services.

Transfers Out
6%

General
Government
20%

Debt Service
12%
Housing &
Development
2%
Culture &
Recreation
7%

Property Tax
Breakdown

Public Safety
32%

Public Works
14%
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Governmental Activities
Net position is the difference between assets and liabilities. Net position often serves as a useful
indicator of the city’s financial health. The changes in net position result from financial activity. More
details can be found in the CAFR.

Changes in Net Position

Net Position

(In Thousands)

(In Thousands)

Assets

2015

2014

Current & Other Assets

$40,660

$37,071

Capital Assets

$56,669

$54,274

Total Assets

$97,329

$91,345

$1,400

$763

Deferred Outflows
of Resources

$8,033

$8,402

Long-term Debt
Outstanding

$27,581

$27,915

Total Liabilities

$35,614

$36,317

$294

─

Net Investment in
Capital Assets

$41,354

$38,371

Restricted

$30,325

$26,084

Unrestricted

($8,858) ($8,663)

Total Net Position

$62,821

Deferred Inflows
of Resources
Net Position
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2015

2014

Program Revenues

$11,584

$12,237

General Revenues

$15,794

$15,311

Total Revenues

$27,378

$27,548

Expenses
Total Expenses

Liabilities
Current & Other Liabilities

Revenues

$55,792

$20,070 $22,394

Excess Before Transfers

$7,308

$5,154

Transfers

($279)

$984

Change in Net Position

$7,029

$6,138

Net Position - Beginning

$55,792 $49,654

Net Position - Ending

$62,821 $55,792

SPLOST
Voters in Cobb County approved Special Purpose Local Option Sales
Taxes (SPLOST) to fund various road improvement and facility improvement
projects in 2005, 2011, and 2016. SPLOST has proven to be an excellent
vehicle to generate funding for road and facility improvement projects
too expensive for any city to self-fund. We’ve done an excellent job of
planning our strategies to partner with the county and state when they
are making improvements so that we make the most of our funding.
Some projects funded by 2005 and 2011 SPLOSTs are completed and others are in progress. The
2016 SPLOST will help pay for several key projects in Kennesaw. These include several significant road
projects, stormwater infrastructure improvements, energy and security upgrades to facilities, street and
sidewalk resurfacing and repairs, and property acquisition to support economic development, parks,
and Smith-Gilbert Gardens.

2005 Summary
Completed Transportation Improvements: Jiles Road from Cherokee Street to Cobb Parkway;
Kennesaw Due West @ US 41 Intersection; Pine Mountain Rd @ US 41 Intersection; Old Highway 41 &
Barrett Parkway Intersection; Resurfacing
Active Transportation Projects: Old Highway 41 from Cobb Parkway to Barrett Parkway; Pine Mountain
Court & Cobb Parkway; Rutledge Road & North Main Street

2011 Summary
Completed Recreation Projects: Swift Cantrell Park improvements, Kennesaw Skatepark; Community
Center renovation
Active Transportation Projects: Stanley Road and Collins Road; Cherokee Street; Cobb International
Boulevard; Pine Mountain Road from Cobb Parkway to Ellis Road; curb, gutter, stormwater, and
resurfacing work
A detailed list of the 2005, 2011, and 2016 SPLOST projects can be found at kennesaw-ga.gov.
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City Attractions

Department Contacts

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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Kennesaw is home to two unique attractions
offering residents and visitors cultural and
recreational enjoyment.

City Hall Main Number
770.424.8274

The Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive
History, a Smithsonian Institution affiliate, celebrates
the history of the railroad in the southeast and brings
the story of the locomotive General and the Great
Locomotive Chase to life. Regular programs include
interpretive tours and a wide range of displays and
exhibits. A special gallery features traveling exhibits
from the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition
Service (SITES) and other sources to keep lessons of
the past relevant to today’s society.

Building & Construction
770.429.4554

Human Resources
770.424.8274

Business License
770.424.8274

Information Technology
770.424.8274

City Clerk
770.424.8274

Parks & Recreation
770.422.9714

City Manager
770.429.4544

Planning & Zoning
770.590.8268

Communications
770.424.8274

Police (Non-Emergency)
770.422.2505

Court Services
770.429.4531

Property Tax
770.424.8274

Economic Development
770.794.7075

Public Works
770.421.8582

Emergency Services
770.422.2505

Utility Billing
678.460.2850

Facility Contacts

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

The 16-acre Smith-Gilbert Gardens, an awardwinning botanical garden, showcases woodland
paths threading through 3,000 species of plants,
30 sculptures, 71 bonsai trees, extensive rose
gardens, and 2 koi ponds in a naturalistic setting.
The property includes the Hiram-Butler House, built
in 1882, listed on the National Register of Historic
Homes. The Gardens is a mecca of beauty, peace,
and tranquility where visitors can enjoy exploration,
relaxation, and reflection.

Adams Park
770.422.9714

Police Department
770.422.2505

Community Center
770.422.9714

Public Works Building
770.421.8582

City Hall
770.424.8274

Smith-Gilbert Gardens
770.919.0248

Court Chambers
770.429.4531

Southern Museum
770.427.2117

Police Annex
770.429.4533

Swift-Cantrell Park
770.422.9714

