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    In a special session on May 14, the City Council ap-
proved the conceptual designs for $20 million mixed-use 
development on Dallas Street across from City Hall. The 
development will include 178 apartments located within 24 
free-standing buildings as well as 12,000 square feet of com-
mercial space. The residential buildings will mimic a house 
with 6-12 apartment units inside.
  The approval followed weeks of consideration by the Plan-
ning Commission, Development Authority, Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, and Downtown Development Authority. 
All gave the project their thumbs-up.
  The developer is The Halter Companies out of Atlanta. They 
have been acquiring tracts of land for the 7.5 acre project 
which will be built around existing residential properties. The 
projected completion is 15-20 months. 
  Zoning Administrator Darryl Simmons explained in various 
public meetings that the development fits within the city’s 
long-term plan to fill pockets of land, create a more vibrant 

downtown, and thus bring in more activity to the area. It is an 
appropriate accompaniment to the Main Street development 
already under construction.    
  Traffic studies were conducted by Croy Engineering to ad-
dress issues resulting from the increased traffic flow resulting 
from the project. Several options will be considered, includ-
ing the installation of a roundabout at the intersection of 
Dallas and Watts to calm the speed of circumnavigating driv-
ers. “The project is still in the early stages,” said Economic 
Director Bob 
Fox. “We are 
encouraged 
by the prog-
ress to date 
but there are 
still many 
decisions to 
be made.” 

Dallas Street Project Gets the Go-Ahead

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Pigs & Peaches BBQ Festival Offers Food, Fun
   Whether you’re a 
backyard grill chef 
or just love the smell 
and taste of savory, 
smoked meat and 
chicken, the Pigs & 
Peaches BBQ Fes-
tival is the place to 
be on August 23-24.  
Professional pitmas-
ters from all over the 

southeast will gather and test their skills - not to mention their 
impressive rigs - to compete in the battle of the best barbeque 
where over $16,000 in cash and prizes will be awarded to 
contest winners. Contests include a Kansas City Barbeque 
Society sanctioned BBQ competition recognized as a Georgia 
Barbecue Championship event, as well as Backyard BBQ, 

Anything Butt and Peach Dessert Contests. 
     Festivalgoers will also enjoy live musical performances, a 
kaleidoscope of children’s activities, delicious food and bev-
erage vendors, and a street festival atmosphere of arts, crafts, 
general merchandise and sponsor booths with unique prod-
ucts and services. The festival will conclude Saturday with 
a 7:30 p.m. performance by the band Sol Junky  The annual 
event is scheduled Friday from 6 - 11 p.m. and Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. It is expect-
ed to draw thousands to Adams 
Park. Admission is free.
   For festival information and 
entry forms, you can visit 
www.pigsandpeaches.com. 
Questions can also be directed 
to the Parks & Recreation De-
partment at (770) 422-9714.



City News and Views Message from 
the Mayor 

   You may have read 
the recent report that 
Kennesaw leads Cobb 
County growth with 
an estimated 7.4% 
population increase since 2010. Elected 
officials and city staff have been working 
hard for many years to provide the best 
quality of life around, so it should come 
as no surprise that people are choosing 
to move to our city. Through thought-
ful planning and carefully managed 
development, we believe we are able to 
keep our small-town feel while adding 
attractive, modern housing alternatives. 
The new projects underway are designed 
for young, upwardly mobile profession-
als as well as “empty nesters” looking to 
downsize. By making these developments 
mixed-use, we’re also adding more retail 
space into the area which will help move 
us toward the goal of making downtown 
more of a destination rather than just a 
pass-through. 
  With development and construction 
comes some unavoidable nuisances like 
road closures and parking issues. We 
appreciate everyone’s cooperation as we 
work to minimize the impacts as much as 
possible. City and county officials and the 
contractors will do their best to keep the 
traffic flowing as efficiently as possible, 
so please bear with us. When we know 
there are upcoming lane blockages, we’ll 
use roadside signage and the city website 
to keep you all informed.
  I’ll look forward to seeing many of you 
at the August Town Hall meeting. 

See you around town,
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Mayor Mark 
Mathews 
will conduct 
a Town Hall 
meeting in 

the Community Center 
on Thursday, August 14 
from 6-7:30 pm to 
answer your questions 
or address concerns. 

Kennesaw Ranked One of Best Places To Live  
  Real estate blogging website Movoto.com, nationally known for its 
city-ranking lists, recently ranked Kennesaw the tenth best place to live 
in Georgia.
  The Top Ten best lists are compiled from all the places in a state with a population of 10,000 or 
more (there are 81 in Georgia). Researchers examine amenities, quality of life (including cost of liv-
ing, median home price, household income, & student to teacher ratio), crime rate, tax rates, unem-
ployment, commute time & weather. Cities are scored on these criteria and an average is calculated.
  Kennesaw earned high marks for its low crime rate and quality of life as well as its variety of 
amenities and high median household income.

Summer Highlighted By Food Trucks, Farmers Market 
    Looking for a fun alternative to dining out? Visit Depot Park 
downtown on Monday evenings (except holidays and weather 
permitting) from 5-8 pm, where Dinner at the Depot features 
some really cool and different food options in a fun, causal set-
ting. The options vary each week, and usually include barbe-
cue, ethnic choices, healthy options, sandwiches, and desserts.

   Visit the Kennesaw Farmers Market every Tuesday from 7 am - 1 
pm (rain or shine) in Adams Park across from the Community Center. 
Offerings include a variety of local fruit, vegetables and herbs; fresh 
meats and baked goods; landscape plants; condiments; & craft items. 
Arrive early for the best selection.

Holiday Trash Collection Information
  Trash collection will be interrupted for the following six holidays: New Years Day, Memorial Day, 

Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day. 
On the weeks of those holidays, the route scheduled on the holiday will 
be picked up the following day, regardless of what day of the week 
it falls on. All routes for the remainder of that week will be pushed 
forward one day (Monday collection moved to Tuesday, Tuesday to 
Wednesday, and so on). Check our website homepage events calendar 
or your sanitation bill for additional information about scheduling. 

Road Improvement Schedule
  Road resurfacing work is scheduled in several subdivisions and areas 
around the city during the July – September time period. This work is fund-
ed under the Georgia Department of Transportation’s Local Maintenance 
and Improvement Grant (LMIG) Program which helps local governments 
achieve much-needed improvements to the state’s roadway network. To find 
out which subdivisions and roads will be affected, visit the city website, 
kennesaw-ga.gov. Thanks for your patience.

Make Sure Your Dog is People-Friendly
It’s great to enjoy summer outdoor activities like walking the dog -  but please 
do so responsibly! Cobb County has a county code requiring dogs to be in 
an owner’s control and restraint when outside (also known as a leash law). 
Please be a good neighbor and walk your dog on a leash or use the fenced-in 
dog park in Swift-Cantrell Park. Animals not in compliance can be reported 
by calling Animal Control at 770-499-4136.



Kennesaw Grand Prix    
This summer’s Grand Prix 5K races include the Faith Cline 
Elf Trot on Saturday, July 12; the Run for Wounded Heroes on 
Saturday, August 2; and the Great Locomotive Race on Saturday, 
September 6. The races follow a fast, flat route through historic 
downtown Kennesaw and Swift-Cantrell Park are will be fun for 
beginners and serious runners and walkers alike. The route is USA 
Track and Field Certified and features electronic timing for fast, 
accurate results. Register at www.active.com or at any Big Peach 
Running Company location.

Railroad Rendezvous
Real and model trains are the focus at an event titled 
Railroad Rendezvous hosted by the Southern Museum 
on Saturday, July 26 from 9:30 am - 5 pm. This family-
friendly event will feature a hobo jungle, slot cars, inter-
active train layouts, outdoor games/activities, and rail-
road safety lessons with Operation Lifesaver. Attendees 
will have the opportunity to climb aboard the General 
locomotive. Visit southernmuseum.org for details.

Hummingbird Banding
For the fourth year, Smith-Gilbert Gardens will be team-
ing up with Birdwatcher Supply on Saturday, August 23 
from 8 am - 11 am to catch and band hummers! The early 
bird catches the worm, but in this case the early attendee 
gets to see the Hummingbird banded! The birds come 
out early to visit the feeders; once the birds have been 
banded, they will sit on your hand for a second or two 
before flying away! Included at the event are tours of the 
garden and lessons in beginning bird watching, along with fun crafts for children.

A Taste of Kennesaw 
Area restaurants will be out in force on Saturday, 
September 6 at the annual Taste of Kennesaw, 
held on Main Street and in Depot Park downtown 
from 11 am - 8 pm.  Admission is free. Over 40 
area restaurants participate; food samples will 
range from $1 - $4. Festivities include continuous 
live entertainment on two stages throughout the 
day and a wide variety of children’s activities like 
inflatable slides and bounces and a trackless train.

Paws in the Park
Dogs can be man’s best friend, but they can also be 
the environment’s worst enemy. The Dreamland Pet 
Memorial Center Paws in the Park  is a free, inter-
active event on Saturday, September 20 from 9 am 
- noon in Swift-Cantrell Park which encourages dog 
owners to dispose of pet waste responsibly.  There will 
be canine demonstrations as well as exhibits by local 
businesses focused on pet feeding, care and obedience, 
and pet adoption.  Visit pawsintheparkkennesaw.com 
to become a vendor.

Fun Things to Do Development Highlights

Main Street Mixed-Use Project:  Con-
struction is in full swing; the site work 
necessary to begin vertical construction is 
on track to be finished mid-summer. Actual 
vertical construction will start immediately 
afterwards and will progress quickly with 
a target of summer 2015 for completion.  
As site work being done has progressed, 
the developer and city have continued to 
make efforts to be sensitive to the adjoining 
cemetery and Camp McDonald Park.  There 
will be periodic disruption to traffic on 
Main Street & Watts Drive over the course 
of construction with every effort being 
made to minimize impacts. We anticipate 
starting to announce retail tenants this fall.

Devi Critical Care Nursing Facility:  
Construction will start mid-summer on a 
new critical care nursing facility located off 
Pine Mountain Road near Cobb Parkway. 
The 250,000 square foot facility will be 
developed on a nine acre vacant parcel and 
is scheduled for completion by the end of 
2015. It will provide a full range of health 
services for those requiring nursing care 
and will offer extensive amenities for the 
residents. The facility will cost approxi-
mately $57 million and employ over 250 
health care professionals. 

Victory Crossing Active Senior Housing:  
This project is comprised of approximately 
60 single-family residences designed for 
“over 50” active adults. The project will 
be developed on an 18 acre site located on 
Moon Station Road. Site development work 
is scheduled to begin this summer with de-
livery of first units in 2015. The project will 
be valued at over $16 million. This will be 
an attractive residential product for which 
there is a growing demand in the commu-
nity.  It will offer low maintenance living in 
a single-family environment for residents at 
the stage where that lifestyle is attractive. 
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Key Contacts
Building Services:  Mark Rice
770-429-4554
mrice@kennesaw-ga.gov

City Clerk:  Debra Taylor
770-424-8274
dctaylor@kennesaw-ga.gov

City Manager:  Steve Kennedy
770-429-4544
skennedy@kennesaw-ga.gov

Economic Development: Bob Fox
770-794-7075
rfox@kennesaw-ga.gov

Finance:  Gina Auld
770-424-8274
gauld@kennesaw-ga.gov

Parks & Recreation:  Doug Taylor
770-422-9714
dtaylor@kennesaw-ga.gov

Planning & Zoning:  Darryl Simmons
770-590-8268
dsimmons@kennesaw-ga.gov

Police Department
770-429-4535

Property Tax:  Christy Huiel
770-424-8274 Ext 3015
chuiel@kennesaw-ga.gov

Public Works:  Earnie Via
770-421-8582
evia@kennesaw-ga.gov

Events/City Services Calendar
For more detailed information on events, visit kennesaw-ga.gov 

Southern Museum
    The Southern Museum of Civil War and 
Locomotive History, home of the famous 
“General” locomotive, offers a wide array of 
programs and activities.  A Smithsonian Institu-
tion affiliate, the museum features collections 
of rare Civil War items and weapons, an exhibit 
and short movie about The Great Locomotive 
Chase, Georgia’s Merci Boxcar and a full-scale 
replica of the Glover locomotive factory.  The 
Jolley Education Center features hands-on 
interactive exhibits.  Regular programs include 
interpretive tours and the weekly Mommy 
& Me Series for young children (Thursdays, 
10-11 am).  Discounted group tours, traveling 
exhibits, and special seasonal events are also 
offered.  The museum is open Monday through 
Saturday from 9:30 am – 5 pm and Sunday 
from 1– 5:30 pm.     
  For a schedule of events/programs, visit 
southernmuseum.org or call 770-427-2117.

Smith-Gilbert Gardens 
    Located on 16 acres, Smith-Gilbert Gardens 
is an oasis of art, history and flora, offering 
tours, educational programs for children and 
adults, and opportunities for volunteering. The 
Gardens are open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 9 am to 4 pm.  Adult admission is $7. 
Guided tours for 5 or more people can be 
arranged by calling the Garden office. For a 
listing of adult and children’s educational pro-
grams, please visit our website. The Gardens 
gift shop features prints, pottery and jewelry 
by local artists as well as honey from our 
beehives.  

   For more information or to schedule an 
event or meeting, please call 770-919-0248 or 
visit smithgilbertgardens.com.

Community Events
Jul 12 (Sat) - Faith Cline Elf Trot 5K Race, 
downtown, 7:30 am

Jul 26 (Sat) - Railroad Rendezvous, South-
ern Museum, 9:30 am - 5 pm

Aug 2 (Sat) - Run for Wounded Heroes 5K 
Race, downtown, 7:30 am 

Aug 5 (Tue) - National Night Out, Swift-
Cantrell Park, 7-9 pm

Aug 9 (Sat) - Program Palooza, Community 
Center, 10 am - 1 pm

Aug 14 (Thu) - Town Hall Meeting, Com-
munity Center, 6-7:30 pm 

Aug 22-23 (Fri/Sat) - Pigs & Peaches BBQ 
Festival, Adams Park/Community Center, Fri 
6-10 pm; Sat 10 am - 10 pm

Aug 23 (Sat) - Hummingbird Banding,  
Smith-Gilbert Gardens, 8 am - 11 pm

Sep 6 (Sat) - Great Locomotive Chase 5K, 
downtown, 7:30 am; Taste of Kennesaw, 
downtown, 11 am - 8 pm 

Sep 13 (Sat) - Skateboarding Event,  Ken-
nesaw Skatepark, times TBD

Sep 20 (Sat) - Paws in the Park,  Swift-
Cantrell Park, 9 am - 12 pm

Sep 27 (Sat) - Worldwide Day of Play,  
Swift-Cantrell Park, 9 am - 12 pm; KDDA 
Beer Festival, downtown, noon - 5 pm

City Services Schedule Changes
Labor Day (Sep 2): City Hall closed. No trash, 
recycle or lawn debris pickup; Mon recycle 
picked up Tue, Sep 3.  

Call 770-421-8582 for more information.

Official publication of the City of Kennesaw; pub-
lished quarterly & mailed to sanitation customers. 

Editor:  Pamela Davis
770-424-8274

pdavis@kennesaw-ga.gov


